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The Learn to Live Global team on a bridge on the road to Beringin, North Sulawesi. Former Kyneton resident Yanti Turang rallied a group of volunteers to provide health care to villagers 
in a remote part of Indonesia. She is pictured top right with five-month-old Sofania Gundanure in Likupang, North Sulawesi. (Below right) Yanti’s father Karel Turang joined the 

initiative. Photos: Amanda Clifford

A life-changing experience
Alex Willson and 
Angela Crawford

North Sulawesi is a rather 
remote part of one of the 8,000 
inhabited islands of Indonesia, 
and not normally visited by 
Westerners. But when regis-
tered nurse and former set med-
ic Yanti Turang dreamed up her 
vision for ‘Learn to Live Global’ 
she knew that was where she 
wanted to start. 

Yanti has strong connections 
to the area; her father was born 
and raised in the area before he 
immigrated to Australia. Visit-
ing North Sulawesi through-
out much of her life she always 
struck by the juxtaposition be-
tween the casual wealth of the 
Western world, and the daily 
struggles of people in this part of 
the world. Since a young age she 
has wanted to return to the area 
and work with the people there 

to make their lives better, and 
with that life-long goal in mind 
she founded Learn to Live. 

Learn to Live Global is a New 
Orleans and Australian-based 
not-for-profit organisation dedi-
cated to bringing sustainable, 
preventive healthcare and edu-
cation to remote developing ar-
eas that otherwise do not have 
access to medical attention. 
Learn to Live is also figuring out 
ways to implement inexpensive, 
viable, clean water systems for 
the villages that have little ac-
cess to it. The organisation is 
completely funded by donations, 
and run by a diverse group of 
volunteers. The volunteers in-
clude nurses, doctors, architects, 
support staff, translators, and 
documentarians. 

Last year a small LTL team, 
that included talented local pho-
tographer Jason Prowell, went 
on a scout mission to the area 

to determine where was most 
under-served by healthcare. A 
much bigger team returned and 
spent July and into August of 
this year going village-to-village 
setting up free health clinics and 
treating the local people. A total 
of 23 people were on the team 
this year, including Yanti’s fa-
ther Karel (from Kyneton) and 
local maternal and child health 
nurse, Chris O’Higgins.

“It was a life-changing expe-
rience for everyone involved,” 
Karel told the Guardian.

“Even though I was from that 
region, I was awestruck by the 
commitment that the team put 
in, how they dealt with people 
and how the people responded 
to them. They were just so in-
volved. 

“It was incredible to see that 
people actually came in, strang-
ers to the people there, but af-
ter three days they were almost 

part of the village.” 
Karel said the group provided 

medicines, visited villagers in 
their homes and talked to the 
people about how to look after 
their health.

“They demonstrated how to 
live healthily, hygienically, and 
happily, and the people really re-
sponded to them,” he said.

“We had four interpreters 
there, university students, and 
they became engrossed in the 
program too.

“I just found it a really, really 
uplifting experience.”

Yanti hopes to expand not 
only the team but the amount of 
areas covered with each passing 
year. In total this year, the team 
went to four villages, and treated 
over 1500 different people. They 
treated people for severe infec-
tions, gout, tuberculosis, did ma-
laria testing, and even birthed 
two babies. 

The team undoubtedly saved 
lives, as they treated some very 
severe infections that would 
have gone septic if the clinics 
had not arrived. 

Lack of access to basic sanita-
tion means that in these areas a 
lot of things like infections that 
are easily treatable by Western 
standards get out of hand and 
become deadly. Without access 
to medicine or hospitals a lot of 
people die young of things that 
were preventable. 

Tragically they also came 
across a few terminal cases, but 
there are so few resources in the 
region that there was little they 
could do for the people. In a vil-
lage named Beringin, an elderly 
man named Engel who had just 
been told that he had terminal 
liver cancer profusely thanked 
the team although there was 
little they could do to treat him. 
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